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ternary pilling gun, which is easily secured. This is a metal tube with a plunger which deposits the pill in the back of the pig's mouth (Fig. 34). Do not force the pill too far back, but rather try to place the pill over the back of the tongue and allow the animal to swallow naturally. The animal should not be cramped in such a position that it is unable to swallow without gagging. A speculum or mouth gag may be purchased to aid in giving the capsules. This is a metal instrument which is placed in the mouth to hold the jaws open while the pill is put in the back. A little practice will enable the owner to become fairly adept in the art of pilling. The only danger is encountered when the pill lodges in the pouch in the back of the mouth. If the pill breaks there, the contents may injure the lining of the mouth and often drain into the lungs, when death usually follows from pneumonia.
Turpentine is often given in milk at the rate of a tea-spoonful to a 100-pound hog. This treatment, however, is not nearly as effective as the santonin or oil of chenopodium and must be repeated every three or four weeks.
Regardless of the treatment, it is always best to fast the animals twenty-four to thirty-six hours before the dose is administered. If the drug is not given in a laxative, such as castor oil, it should be followed by a physic three or four hours afterwards. This will expel the worms that have been killed or drugged by the medicine.
The treatment for worms, as stated above, is specific and drugs given in mineral feed, slop or feed are not advised. The individual treatment with capsules or liquid doses is always best when given by some one who understands how to administer the dose. If the owner is not skilled in such practices, he should secure the services of a veterinarian or at least some person who has had experience in dosing pigs.
How to prevent worms
Treatment may at times be necessary, but the proper procedure is to adopt a plan of sanitation which will pre-